Abraham's Availability (Genesis 22:1-14) 
Proposition: We can see in tiiis critical scene in the life of Abraham, 
three vital instructions concerning every Christian's availability to God. 

I. We nnust be Sensitive to God's Call (Vs. 1, 3) 

A. A Developed Sensitivity (Vs. la) 

B. A Definite Sensitivity (Vs. Ib-d) 

C. A Demonstrated Sensitivity (Vs. 3) 

II. We must be Submissive to God's Command (Vs. 2) 

A. Submissive Despite the Cost (Vs. 2a-c) 

B. Submissive Despite the Conflict (Vs. 2d) 

C. Submissive Despite the Consequences (Vs. 2e-f) 

III. We must be Surrendered to God's Control (Vs. 4-14) 

A. Surrendered to His Power (Vs. 4-5) 

B. Surrendered to His Provision (Vs. 6-8, 13) 

C. Surrendered to His Purpose (Vs. 12, 14) 
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1) ...mold and shape us into vessels of His usefulness. Our first 
example of availability is Abraham. Here in the phrase "Here I 
am" we see Abraham voicing his availability to God. In this 
critical scene in the life of Abraham, we can see three vital 
instructions concerning every Christian's availability to God. 

2) ...fear this insensitivity has persisted through the years because I 
hear my wife saying very much the same thing. Having selective 
hearing for each other is one thing, but having selective hearing 
for God is quite a different subject all together We must be 
sensitive to the call of God. 

3) ...a sensitivity to his call. Is that being developed in you? Are you 
reading God's word listening for His voice. Are you listening for 
God's direction in prayer? A young preacher once asked the late 
Bro. Joe Parsons, who was known to spend much time in prayer 
"Bro. Joe, what do you do during all that time with the Lord? Do 
you just pray and talk to the Lord?" Answering in his gentle way, 
he said, "Oh, no - I've learned through the years that what I've 
got to say to to Him isn't too important. I mostly just listen to 
Him. 

4) ...through the preaching of the word, God is speaking to you. 
And many of you don't have a definite interest in what he has to 
say because you don't even bother showing up. And many of 
you that are here are not engaged, eagerly listening for God to 
speak to you. "Here I am!" Lord I'm listening! 


1) ...would be used of God, it may cost you some things that are 
dear to your heart. Note that Isaac did not die. Abraham and 
Isaac both returned from the mount. But in verse 2, in the mind 
of Abraham, he had to thrust the dagger through his heart right 
then. You may have to sacrifice some relationships along the 
way to follow God. You may have to sacrifice some comforts in 
order to be available to God! 


2) ...what you are asking me to do? This really doesn't make sense. 
You need right now to purpose in your heart to be submissive to 
the command of God right now despite the conflict that is sure 
to arise in your mind. 
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1) Hebrews 11:17-19 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, 
offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered 
up his only begotten son. Of whom it was said. That in Isaac 
shall thy seed be called: Accounting that God was able to raise 
him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him 
in a figure. 

2) ...power and ability to perform what ever task that He 
commands us to perform. When you make your self available to 
God, to do what ever he asks you must realize that you are 
surrendering your life into the heads of one that parts Red Seas, 
that raises people from the dead, that works all things out to 
the counsel of His own will! Surrender to His power! 


3) ...your life, you may very well like Abraham, name the place of 
your service: Jehovahjireh: the Lord will Provide! 


4) ...only son. The purposes and plans for your live may or may not 
be evident, but you can trust your life to the purposes of an all 
powerful God of love and mercy. 


